
From: Dawn Herrera 
Examination Manager 

Subject: Examination Report 

EXAMINATION PASS RATES 

The table below reflects the examination totals of all exams for the current and prior 
quarters as well as the first-time test takers with the percentage of those who passed. 

A total of 6,960 exams were administered in the 1st quarter of FY 2025/2026. This 
represents an approximate 9.3% increase in exam administrations from the 4th quarter 
of FY 2024/2025. For a detailed view of the school pass rate, please see Attachment A-
Exam School Report 1st Quarter FY 2025-2026.   

4th QTR FY 2024/2025 1st QTR FY 2025/2026 
Total Pass 

% 
TOTAL 

1st Time 
Pass % 
1st Time 

Total Pass 
% 

TOTAL 
1st Time 

Pass % 
1st Time 

LMFT 
Law & 
Ethics 1,444 77% 1,136 83% 1,586 73% 1,251 77% 

Clinical 1,040 73% 764 86% 1,133 71% 853 81% 
LCSW 

Law & 
Ethics 1,706 77% 1,364 80% 1,686 58% 1,276 62% 

ASWB 1,205 59% 696 76% 1,446 49% 742 69% 
LPCC 

Law & 
Ethics 646 52% 498 58% 729 66% 551 69% 
NCMHCE 264 70% 182 79% 307 67% 206 76% 

LEP 

LEP 62 69% 48 79% 73 73% 51 82% 
TOTALS 

Total 6,367 6,960 

To: Board Members Date: November 12, 2025 
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In an effort to determine the factors contributing to the lower pass rates on the California 
LPCC Law & Ethics Exam, the Board initiated an in-depth review of the results. Board 
staff requested that the Office of Information Services (OIS) generate a report 
containing specific data- such as demographics, education, and exam history, covering 
a five-year period.   

On October 17, 2025, the LPCC pass rate data was provided to Office of Professional 
Examination Services (OPES) staff for analysis. OPES anticipates presenting its 
findings to the Board at the February 2026 Board Meeting.   

EXAMINATION DEVELOPMENT 

Between July 1, 2025, and September 30, 2025, a total of 11 examination workshops 
were conducted. Eight workshops were held in person at the Office of Professional 
Examination Services (OPES), and three were conducted at remote locations. 

The workshops covered the following: 

• LCSW- Item Writing, Item Review, and Exam Construction 
• LEP- Item Writing, Item Review, and Exam Construction 
• LPCC- Item Writing, Item Review, and Exam Construction 
• LMFT (Clinical)- Exam Construction 
• LMFT (Law & Ethics)- Exam Construction 

The Board continues to collaborate with OPES on the recruitment of Subject Matter 
Experts (SMEs) for the various Board administered exams.   

ASWB NEWS/ACCOMMODATIONS 

As part of its continued efforts to enhance the candidate experience, the ASWB is 
updating its policy on approval periods for nonstandard testing arrangements.   

Previously, approvals for accommodations related to disabilities or health conditions 
were valid for one year. Beginning October 15, 2025, most approvals will no longer 
have an expiration date. Temporary needs, such as those related to pregnancy or short-
term injuries, will continue to include an expiration date.   

Candidates who received approval within the past five years (including those with a 
current valid approval) may request to convert their approval to the new open-ended 
format.   

Candidates whose approvals are more than five years old will need to submit a new 
request form. If a candidate’s needs change, they must notify ASWB.   

To stay aligned, the Board has revised its ESL accommodation policy to allow for open-
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ended approvals. However, if an accommodation was granted based on a TOEFL-iBT 
score, the approval will continue to be valid for two years from the test date, in 
accordance with CCR §1805.2. 

PEARSON VUE NEWS 

Security Wanding Pilot 
Beginning mid-October, Pearson VUE began piloting the use of security wands at select 
Pearson Professional Centers (PPCs).   

Due to the increased sophistication of covert recording devices, wanding provides an 
additional layer of protection against potential security breaches. As technology 
becomes more sophisticated, the wanding devices go beyond traditional metal 
detectors, enabling the detection of small cameras and other concealed devices.   

Two types of wands will be used: 
1. Infrared: This device will scan for hidden cameras using infrared technology. 
2. Metal detection: If the infrared wand identifies a potential threat, a secondary 

wand will be used to detect small amounts of metal that may indicate the 
presence of concealed electronic devices.   

Test center staff have been trained and will ensure the wanding process is carried out 
professionally and with minimal disruption to the candidate’s experience. If a candidate 
refuses to be wanded during the pilot, the PPC will allow the candidate to test, and 
Pearson VUE will alert the Board of the candidate’s refusal.   

Identification (ID) Policy 
Within the next 60 days Pearson VUE will be making significant changes to their ID 
Policy.   

Change #1- Acceptance of digital IDs. A digital ID is an electronic representation of a 
government-issued identification credential. Digital IDs are typically encrypted and 
stored on a mobile device. 

Change #2- Eliminating the requirement for signatures on IDs. Their decision follows a 
thorough review, which revealed that historically, comparison of candidate signatures 
almost never resulted in a candidate being turned away, and some government-issued 
IDs do not include a signature. Data found that the signature requirement was not 
improving their security but rather turning away valid candidates for reasons that were 
not defendable.   

Pearson VUE is confident these changes will improve the candidate’s experience 
without degrading examination security. 
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STAFF CHANGES 

Effective October 15, 2025, Sabrina Guerra-Anderson promoted to the role of SME 
Coordinator. Sabrina previously served as the Board’s accommodation liaison. 

Recruitment efforts to fill the accommodation liaison position are currently in progress, 
with the position expected to be filled by the end of the year.   

Attachments 

Attachment A: Exam School Report 
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